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Reexamination of Thinning Algorithm Based on the Number of Connection

Nobukatsu TAkAr*

Abstract

Although there are many techniques on a thinning algorithm, most is based on the Hilditch al-
gorithm known for many years. With this algorithm, the number of connection derived from 8§
neighborhood pixels of the 3x3 mask which scans a binary image plays a role of importance,
and the deletion condition of a current pixel (central pixel of a mask) is decided based on that
value. However, the literatures described vaguely are scattered and this deletion condition is vari-
ously used by users. It may be stemmed from the fact that the relation between the number of
connection and a current pixel is not used in a correct form.

In this report, by investigating the number of 8 neighborhood connection about all the cases of
8 neighborhood pixels, mask patterns are conversely arranged on the basis of the result of the
number of connection. By reconfirming the role of a current pixel for various values of the num-
ber of connection, the delete condition of a current pixel in thinning algorithm has been refined.
At that time, the MATLAB program of thinning algorithm under the condition which gives the

current pixel deletion is presented.
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FALOTEH B EHIBR S % R L7z WEES, Z OFIBRSEM %2 H 7 /l# L OMATLAB 7
(B N i e R

2. 2fEE‘RICEH T B EFELE

BEOW DS % Mg, 2 RTEFIOMET—% (175)) & L<Tlbhs. EROM
BALOH R HDIE, 1L 006%% 2MHEETHL. VWE, WHT HHEE O EZ 20 I12H
T i&ﬁé&m;%quS@%%xwvxﬁ(ﬁﬂ)%ﬁ% ZTOIMOEFEE L
T, ZOMETOWEEOWMFEMEZ ANSL. YA 7 OO, FEICHIET 2 BEOmE%
&EE%&;&.EEE%@@%E%:ﬁbfvx7A%®9%$%éwi%®g%%%w
P BBRASEEMIECTH B, 72720, T TR 2MEEELZR) DT, $RTOEHHEIF 1 2
0DMETH Y, FmFEE % AV TN % SNDLEEDL .

OHA—DOREEMEIZNT ZH 72 I E SR 727200 TIEIGUIRIC S5 v, YA 7 %
EEOFT T EACNEIEA L, LAY RS Z & CTREOMEEIT) . ZOEHERITT
LEBYED 7 L — A EFIMH-> TIAY —AF vy & XL, FRAF—AFXF ¥V CIEELR
FTIEH 6 WnWZ Ed, EEYAZDPEEPSIEARELVWIIEETAZETHAL. LT
MoT, 3IXIDERYAZTHE, HEOHEMITOMEFEIZIZLEIZFEH TS 2. ZOHD
i%kﬂ@ii:bfﬁ<#,Ot#lt#@%ﬁ@iw@%ﬁbﬁﬁ;tﬁﬁwﬁéﬂé.

3X3DEEYAY VYA, hROFEHBFEZEWZEY O 8 MEOmHEE 8 FrkkmHR
LV EERIETIE, ZOYAZ EZERL TE 0 OFHEROE f () % HFHO 8 B0
BHAHHRDLEMETHL (ZIFEHEZHVLLILH L), Chrxsil+ e, HIEW
(2, 8EBFMFEOMEIX, B IRT &) ISKBEIAEE D Z[o, 22, - xs]ERL, BOb



Hfris 2 Mg ORI BT 2 585 5 o Bl o FE T 157

X, X5 X,
X5 | X | %
Xs | % Xg

1 EAEYAZOEZOMERT. EHEZE 0L 8ATHFE 61~ x5,

DNEIZBT BMEE f =f () & LT £, L AlEERT.

SULEMHED ) LIFHMHRICHE T2 ET2ME LA 2O 4 DO FHEE 4 T % &
). HH2VIREOEFEDOO LAY 2 [HE] L\v)ds, B2 (F6) (34 EEEmEROE4E T
FAPSWEBT T, AVEEIERH L TWD, LiL, SEHEEFEDMEMGETHALE, [FLH
IR 2 () OLH12% 5. TOLH)ICHEOERFKL, 4EHBEEETEZ L2, 3EHEMmE
THERZ DN TRLE > TVTWVED, ﬁﬁﬁ%@@&%%ﬁkfﬁ,%%®8ﬁ%@%ﬁﬁﬁﬁ
WHENS, BB, EELTWAEZEDODE 2 F VIR S & L

DIFCiE, Miffboxtg e 328 0ols 1, ihx0& L, MOFRIIBWTIE, X
205912, 1%2H, 02RTHERTS.

2 WHEAPLEHEBE TO 4B (/) &8sl (7). BWilas 0, Hwiilsdtl

3. ERBOESR

DFCHwoNA DEfEE] &, 516 < BERamit 2 is L LB CE R 2 B 2 K727,

%hci, HAERBIC L o TIEE MR LW RO #ERRER L 06 Th S. x40k
WZRE$ 2idE & 8 LM RICE T AHEOFZNENICH L TE ~éh5.::f@,§%

ﬁ@ﬁww&a%i%'T%ka BOBDOIXRD LD ICEFREND.



158 [ S

[4:EfdEsiE]  N¢ =’§S i —fi fe1 fiora} (1)
[ 8 it %] Nc8 =2 [J_ck _JTkJ?kHJ?le} (2>

ke S
22T, fldnofiE (K1) OWEE (1H50IE0) THY, fi=1-fi, n=017Th
L. 7, BANES={(1,3,5 T LTE LN,
() D4 EEEFERNAE, MEHVTET L

NE=AA=LA)+AQ-Lf)+A—fif)+fi(L=£f) (3)

ERFBH. 22T, AE1ID0THEOT, O 4HOFHDMEIZENS 1200 THS. L
7235 T, NEORAMEIZ 0, RAMEIZ4THY, —HWIIE, NE=0~4DEKMETHL Z
Ebhs. T2k 2,
o SEHEDTNTHO, HAVIITRTAH1IDEE = NE=0
o JIMETZADDWMENTRTET (DFVfi=fi=fi=f=0) = NI=0
o MDWFENTNTL (PENfi=f=fi=fi=1), PO4WBIMETLIEEIFTTE
O (2FhAh=fi=fi=f=0) = Ni=4
Th5.
FARIZ, (2) D 8 i L THT &,
NE=(1=A)fo+fi—fofi)+(A=F) i+ fs —fifs)
+(A=f)fs+fi—fo ) +(L=F) (s +/i—fs 1)
CATHOMTEEINS, ZLTC, TORELDHKHEIZLIN0THY, NELFLNI=0~40%
HIETHHI L bhb. 12E2IE, DEOBHFRINOEEELICHMALZLNTE S,
o QEFEDTRTHO, HAEVIITRTALIDOESE = NE=0
o NIMBETHAOOWMENTRTL (0FEVA=f=f=fi=1) = NE=0
® IOWFENTNTER (2FNA=L=f=f=0), DO 4BIMET 2 WEDT T
1 (DEVhe=fi=fi=fi=1) OHBHF = Ni=4

(4)

[FurZs ) A1) 1E, 3X3OERETAIZWELHE LT, XO)BLTQ)IEIN
THHEBNG E N A RO LMATLABO 70 754 (77273 aryM774) Thb, 2
DOTuTT LI,

[N8C, N4C]= fnc_N8N4connect (W);
CRLRY A Z L THEATEN, SIEMAE L 4 RO, FRFNHETIZEHENSC,
N4CE L THELENS.
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% R DOEE Filename : fnc N8N4connect.m

Function [N8C,N4C]=Ffnc_N8N4connect(W) ;

% SEEENY bV
N8=[W(2,3),W(1,3),W(1,2),W(1,1),W(2,1).W(3,1),W(3.2),---
W(3.3).W(2.3)] ;

% HEFENXT bV
N4=[N8(1),N8(3),N8(5),N8(7)] ;

R
N4C=0 ;
N8C=0 ;
for k=[1,3,5,7]
N4C=NAC+N8 (k) -N8(K)*N8(k+1)*N8(k+2) ;
N8C=N8C+(1-N8(Kk))-(1-N8(K))*(1-N8(k+1))*(1-N8(k+2)) ;
end

% End of program
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(4) N =3BXUN=4D84 .

6 IRTHETHL., T THHEHBENHTHIUL S ATHHEMEOERTHIET 5 HOH
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R DOFRNE % B/N OB HRIFICT 2 WETH B4, W ZP 0 HI 2 LidFFasnzv, mnx
YOHICEMEDHINT 2O THS.(C) EINE=20DE6T, 2087 —» L biEHME#H
PHTHNE, Zo0ERH; 2% CHER A GEBRE) TH5. (D) FE (), £L
T (B) \3##H (K#£EM) Thb. 2F, (O ~ (BE) OFHEFEIZ, ZArHTHN
&, ENENNGHOELE % B CHEFENTH 5.

ORI BH%, Eo X9 TR0 2 A 2 EELZ A TH 5 0 m RN %
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JHAE HHEREOE - Rk
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NS=1 WA B IIEET

Ni=2 2 D DFRER S DG (GEa )
NE=3 3 D DFEAER T OMAE T ()
N =4 4 D OFERGF OMAE . ()

B INH ORISR, 51 EFE BRI MRS 5B,
5. RAEREH

R TIRA B MIFACLIL, RS OB M FE OB 2 EFEZ L T b, 202D L5
T FERRA IOV TIRR B,
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CEERHVDE, ~EDIAY—AF ¥ Lo T, MERSOBRICH LHELE IRV
EYZeNTED, LT, ROEENLWHELT DS 4 5 W5 %1E5 & BERRIIE) 55
5.
(7077802 2] 18, 2MEiEETAY =A% vy LT, SEBEMEIN21THS
EHEEERCEL, COWELYOMBLIERT 2T T4 (7772 aM7 74
V) ThHb, ZOTarILEM) L, BEREEYE, o0 LoHESh TS 2 HOEI{E
T=¥X%& AN E LT,

Y=fnc_EdgeDetection (X) ;
FELCHEONE. ZoTur T AT, SHEEMERE RO O [Far T4 AN
1] 7PHwbsRTVE, RI8IIEFHERO—HITH 5.

(a7 550 Z2b2]
2T — ¥ XOEF M 7arsa (772 a M7 714V)

WiIEFARIRE Filename : fnc_EdgeDetection.m
function Y=Ffnc_EdgeDetection(X)
WAN BRI
X=double(X) ; X=(X-min(X( :)))/(max(X(:))-min(X(:)));
WITy Y OERERIHTIAI—ZF v >
[m,n]=size(X) ;
Y=zeros(m,n) ;
for kx=2 : m-1 ;
for ky=2 - n-1;
1T X(kx,ky)==1 ;
W=X(kx-1 : kx+1,ky-1 : ky+1) ;
[N8C, N4C]=Ffnc_N8N4connect(W) ;
1T N8C>=1 ; Y(kx,ky)=1 ; end
end %7 X2 —ZF¥ v o kxDIET
end %7 A2 —ZF v o kyDIET

% End of program
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(4) EAS HRFESE] NE#2,3,4

(5) D RUPRFEGRE] NE =122 sum(W(:))# 2
(5) DEMIZBIFLWIE 3 X 3DEEY AT DT
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—2AF ¥ UORZABE, WEIE—O) A AIhDE. WE, HLEEHTDIAY—AF v D
WREEEXETDHE, DEDTAY—AF Xy TIE—HIY 2 M- ZEEF ANED -
THREEENXI 5.

B #iE 3 &ARIE 2 sy (BE7IV) . HIBROW S % S 2 72D 12l 3 Ok O % % TIX B
LTwW5.

HRlE 2 ORI, ANE b o 2BEXETTERL, FOFAY —AF v V& o
BYRXERXPILTHD L TERTES, 2F 0,
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WX TR =A% % VHIEIARET, BHIOTAY —AX X VPRI LTLIZEH SN
% 4.
WEY | A% — A% ¥ VHBEIZEGEXT, 7 A5 —AF v U H A THE S O
HHEATT B DI TEILT 5 Wil
Thb., TLTC, WEXIE, BEREHRZ OB, BEY IS L CERBEOH RS
RHWE, 29T E, —ROITAY —AF ¥ 0 T L KRS OB R B FE IR ORI %
D, ZN5OHIROW S HEIBRAHETHOBGY THRE S, BRI OMIE2 OB I121E, HE5K
50 EEHIBR E N Tzd L OBIEYIC [HREIREES] 2@#HT2 81005, ZOLEL
W&, S EEAE S R HHRIIE 1 O TH L DT [WEHIRSEM] e shzwvy, LizaT-s
T, ZOMPEIBRENDZ L3 7% HIBALAER S NS,
6.4 LT OT S LEETH
[(TaZ7Fu) A 3] bk L72MIEOBIIE LR IEZ & ATWAHIBILT VT) X80T
075 LCThHshs WU, 770223 M7 7ANVTHLEDT, AL 707 T LT2HD
ANERT—Xe[EL, 2o7ar770%
Y=fnc_Thinning (X) ;
LU 5 2 LI2X o T, MEALmG Ty A ERYLE L TRONS.

[(YarZFa)Z R3] figMb7Tar o6 (7702733 M7 74)V)

Y%iEFR{E 7’04 5 L fnc_Thinning.m
Function Y=Fnc_Thinning(X) ;

disp(’?) ; disp(C--..-.. Now thinning”)
[m,n]=size(X) ;
X=(X-min(X( 2 )))/(Mmax(X 2 ))-min(X(:))) ;

% FE B DRTALIE (FDEAME)
X(1, :)=0; X(end, :)=0; X(: ,1)=0; X(: ,end)=0 ;
Y=X;
% HHFR{EALEE
key=0; %whileXDEHF/NTX—4
while key==0
key=1; %whileXDRTzHIHTE/NITX—4
% TARAE—RAF v
for kx=2 :m-1;
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for ky=2 - n-1;
if X(kx,ky)==1 ; % lF BERZHF
WX=X(kx-1 : kx+1,ky-1: ky+1) ; %XD3x3TRAITF—4
[NC8X,NC4Xx]=Ffnc_N8N4connect(WX) ; UXDIEHRLEL
ifNC8X==1; %EMEFREFRDRMHIREME)
WY=Y(kx-1 : kx+1,ky-1 : ky+1) ; %YD3Ix3¥RAITF—%
[NC8Y ,NC4Y]=Fnc_N8N4connect(WY) ; %Y DEREE
i NC8Y==1&&sum(WY( : ))~=2 ; Y(kx,ky)=0 ; key=0 ; end
wlEIRRRT — 2YICX T B IR
% key=0(3 LIBMiTKkey=1 (L NIFE T A
end
end
end %7 A2 —ZF v U kxDET
end %97 A B —AF v o kyDIRT
X=Y ;
end % End of while

%End of program

21k, [7e7 7240 AM3] OFEFHTHAE. 2T, FROMD, EHOLT [N
F| OMFHLEETH L. ZIIZALNS LI, FEoPktk L O b IZITEFE IS S
NTw5, LAL, EOBQEL TEWEIFICH, TFOFKIEERLEY [v7] 2 8h
TWb. 2O T OMRISMBALLE TIILELZRETH L. BEIZINIZOWTIERRS.
6.5 [&5 ] OfERNE

AL OFEFIITH & 35 5oz, B12 (FRX) OFi4lcAbLS LI, RELR
CTBFILRVEZAICHEND ZEPFHTHH., VR BEISERTL25TR, 77
VY NVEEDS R YT YT ORFERTH LI EICOBERL TS, WMEOT I T X L
- T, FHILZWROBER N e —EHESINL L, ZOEFET [l & LTRES
N, RELTesr e LTRET THRAS.

COEHITe s, 7T XA B EFRICR A SN D, 20720, MfLS 7ok
ROBGEOP PO EERHEL, ZOWMELYVELTEMBTE L. LirL, ZOHEHRLE
&, KROWHHOHIHT 5. L7zA>T, TORBMPHFEINL DL, ONFEHMERT HEED
Uit DAY, BRI L TRELGEEL AR VWER LR INLHMIZHIR I NG,

[(Fu 7 IL) AN DPIEKRO 707 T 4 (CXMELE) O7 773 ayM7 7
AINVTHADH., T,
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12 (12) ))\7] 2 fEmIg, () Mf S zmifg, () e 7 HHRLE R oM L (% (5 R
[A1%#%10) .
Y=fnc_Shaving (X, nShave) ;
LR LTCHETENSE., T2T, BIEXPHECLILDSEAZ e 7D dH H ATWiGE (AHE
) THY, £205 1 nSave T HE AT A THL. oF ), TORBIZT e b
MM 5. R12045 X 1E nShave =10 THig i1 % ik L 72/ R T, ANEZ 7 OREDHEL
LTWwa,

(a7 I 0 A 4] kA 7Ta 7T 5 (b7 iERLE)

%immiED7OT 5 L (ETEELE) fnc_Shaving.m
function Y=Ffnc_Shaving(X, nShave) ;
Y=X;
[m,n]=size(X) ;
for loop=1 : nShave % nShave : % AMEREEE
W7 RAIA—RAF v
for kx=2 - m-1;
for ky=2 : n-1;
i X(kx,ky)==1 ;
W=X(kx-1 : kx+1,ky-1 : ky+1) ; UXDERIET 1 IV E
[NC8,N4C]=Fnc_N8N4connect(W) ; %XDSNfEEREL
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if NC8==18&&sum((W( : )))==2; Y(kx,ky)=0 ; end %O F DK & iR
end
end %7 XA HZ—ZXFx v U kxDIET
end %97 XA HZ—ZXFx v o kyDIET
X=Y ;
end

% End of program

7. BbHUIC

K%k 2 RAEORIIC, 83 [HilditchflF L 7 v ) X 20281 L@k R S0
DM 2 EEMEE | LET 2 REOm LR Lz, THRIAREFAEZBIED> S
Hilditch7 v TY AL DELWHEWEZBE L2 DT, AREIEINEEET L5 H 50
bLhzw, LaL, STTTREFAGOBLIL SMAICHBILO 7TV TY) X 4% B L
2. ZD7HWIFEFR L TIE % <, HildichO AL 7V T X o oksdr e LTl & LT
ZL7. WIRIZLTH, RSV ODOLHRwWebICAONLZ DTV ITY X LIZHET 5
Mo TR D —FOB O L A MIFFL TV A,

AWTENE, s BIpF7E AR T SR [ - ek v v v 72 TR § B R BE SR O
FeERIEHI - BB OBISE LIBH] O—BRE L TT- 72,
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