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But he, Cuculain, the son of Sualtam, stood afar upon the rampart

of the Clanna Rury, a portent of war clear seen like flame against the

dark western clouds, terrible in his beauty, and his voice rang across

the battle like the shout of a battalion, or the sound of some mighty

trumpet explored by the blasting of the breath of a giant. As when

mariners in the western main plying southwards past Dûn−na−m−arc

and the House of Donn, whose ship the tempest shakes, and the wild

billows buffet; and they, in the darkness and the storm, hear around

them the thunder of the waves upon iron coasts, who, being impotent,

anticipate certain death; and as when, to them rounding suddenly and
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unawares some concealing promontory, there shines far away the ship

−protecting light which crowns that black rock that was the grave of

Iar, and afar over the tossing waters there streams the glorious ray.���
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The legends represent the imagination of the country; they are that

kind of history which a nation desires possess. They betray the

ambition and ideals of the people and, in this respect, have a value far

beyond the tale of actual events and duly recorded deeds, which are

no more history than a skeleton is a man. Nay, too, they have their

own reality. They fill the mind with an adequate and satisfying

pleasure. They present a rhythmic completeness and a beauty not to

be found in the fragmentary and ragged succession of events in time.
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Achilles and Troy appear somehow more real than Histiaeus and

Miletus, Cuculain and Emain Macha than Brian Boru and Kincora.(�)
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ØØØPower passed to small shopkeepers, to clerks, to that very class

who had seemed to John O’Leary so ready to bend to the power of

others, to men who had risen above the traditions of the countryman,

without learning those of cultivated life or even educating themselves,

and who because of their poverty, their ignorance, their superstitious

piety, are much subject to all kinds of fear. Immediate victory,

immediate utility, became everything,ØØØ��Ô�
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��� and the impressionable Celt, soon up and soon down, is the

more because it is so his nature to be up�to be sociable, hospitable,

eloquent, admired, figuring away brilliantly. He loves bright colours,

he easily becomes audacious, overcrowing, full of fanfaronade.����
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Let the Celtic members of this empire consider that they have to

transform themselves; and though the summons to transform

themselves to be often conveyed harshly and brutally,qqqLet them

consider that they are inextricably bound up with us, and that, if the

suggestions in the following pages have any truth, we English, alien

and uncongenial to our Celtic partners as we may have hitherto

shown ourselves, have notwithstanding, beyond perhaps any other

nation, a thousand latent springs of possible sympathy with them.�� ¡
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If I were asked where English poetry got these three things, its turn

for the style, its turn for melancholy, and its turn for natural magic, for

catching and rendering the charm of nature in a wonderfully near and

vivid way, �I should answer, with some doubt, that it got much of is

turn for style from a Celtic source; with less doubt, that it got much of

its melancholy from a Celtic source; with no doubt at all, that from a

Celtic source it got nearly all its natural magic.XY�[
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The success of these undertakings hinged on a return by the

intelligentsia to a living past, a past that was no mere quarry for

antiquarian research but that could be derived from the sentiments

and tradition of the people. This meant a twofold strategy for

furnishing ‘map’of the community, its history, its destiny and its place

among the nations, and of providing ‘moralities’ for the regenerated

community, ones that could inspire present generations to emulate the

public virtues deemed to express the national character.����
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‘Tis a great day, and glorious, O Public ! for you_

This October Fifteenth, Eighteen Forty and Two !

For on this day of days, lo ! THE NATION comes forth,

To commence its career of Wit, Wisdom, and Worth_

To give Genius its due_to do battle with wrong_

And achieve things undreamed of as yet, save in song.

Then arise ! fling aside your dark mantle of slumber,

And welcome in chorus THE NATION’S FIRST NUMBER.�̀ ��
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8 ��Had he lived9had he lived, our dear country had been free;/ But

he’s dead9but he’s dead, and ’twas slaves we’ll ever be.�:3 � 3;# $
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We hate the Saxon and the Dane,

We hate the Norman men\

We curs’d their greed for blood and gain,

We curse them now again.

Yet start not, Irish born man,

If you’re to Ireland true,

We heed not blood, nor creed, nor clan\

We have no curse for you.

]^_`a	
���b@�+�$c(def3ghi�N`���+

�$c(d� Celtic��Aj
 Irish�Ak	lAaA�������

CK��m(n3ok
�

As Nubian rocks, and Ethiop sand

Long drifting down the Nile,

Built up old Egypt’s fertile land

For many a hundred mile;

So Pagan clans to Ireland came,
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And clans of Christendom,

Yet joined their wisdom and their fame

To build a nation from.

Here came the brown Phoenician,

The man of trade and toil�

Here came the proud Milesian,

A hungering for spoil;

And the Firbolg and the Cymry,

And the hard, enduring Dane,

And the iron Lords of Normandy,

With the Saxons in their train.����
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~Hope no more for Fatherland,

All its ranks are thinned or broken;�

Long a base and coward band

Recreant words like these have spoken,

But WE preach a land awoken;

Fatherland is true and tried

As your fears are false and hollow:

Slaves and Dastards stand aside�

Knaves and Traitors, FÁG AN BEALACH !op�r
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��The Songs of the Nation�����	�
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YE songs that resound in the homes of our island�

That wake the wild echoes by valley and highland�

That kindle the cold with their forefather’s story�

That point to the ardent the pathway of glory !�

Ye send to the banish’d,

O’er ocean’s far wave,

The hope that had vanish’d,

The vow of the brave;

And teach each proud despot of loftiest station,

To pale at your spell−word, sweet Songs of THE NATION !����
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O my Dark Rosaleen,

Do not sigh, do not weep !

The priests are on the ocean green,
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They march along the Deep.

There’s wine …from the royal Pope

Upon the ocean green;

And Spanish ale shall give you hope,

My Dark Rosaleen !

My own Rosaleen !

Shall glad your heart, shall give you hope,

Shall give you health, and help, and hope,

My Dark Rosaleen,

O ! the Erne shall run red

With redundance of blood,

The earth shall rock beneath our tread,

And flames wrap hill and wood,

And gun−peal, and slogan cry,

Wake many a glen serene,

Ere you shall fade, ere you shall die,

My Dark Rosaleen !

My own Rosaleen !

The Judgement Hour must first be nigh,

Ere you can fade, ere you can die,

My Dark Rosaleen !����
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Curl’d he is and ringletted, and plaited to the knee,

Uileacan dubh O !

Each captain who comes sailing across the Irish sea;

Uileacan dubh O !

And I will make my journey, if life and health stand,

Unto that pleasant country, that fresh and fragrant strand,

And leave your boasted braveries, your wealth and high command,

On the fair hills of holy Ireland.'=>(
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When I saw John O’Leary first, every young Catholic man who had

intellectual ambition fed his imagination with the poetry of Young

Ireland; and the verse of the least known of its poets were expounded

with a devour ardour at Young Ireland Societies and the like, and their

birthdays celebrated. The school of writers I belonged to tried to

found itself on much of the subject−matter of this poetry, and, what

was almost more in our thoughts, to begin a more imaginative

tradition in Irish literature, by a criticism at once remorseless and

enthusiastic. It was our criticism, I think, that set Clarence Mangan at
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the head of Young Ireland poets in the place of Davis, and put Sir

Samuel Ferguson, who had died with but little fame as a poet, next in

the succession.����
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They shall be remember for ever,

They shall be alive for ever,

�063�189 W.B.K×KØ	OKpW�N0�� �!ÙÚ



They shall be speaking for ever,

The people shall hear them for ever.����

���	
	���
���
�����	��
�������� 

!���"�#$
%&'()�*�+,-�.�/0123�4��

�5�6
789:);<�=>���?@�A�BC
D()<��

EFGHIJ�K�)�<�
L�CMN�ODid you see an old woman

going down the path ?P����QR�S��E+�T�U
L�V�T

WX���K?(Y&Z(�V�N�Obut I saw a young girl, and she had

the walk of a queen.P��[\��]^_`����

Róisín Dubha��bc_H���Edefgh1iji/hgk1N

�Caitlín Ní Uallacháin���� Síle Ní Ghadhra, Cait Ní Dhuibhir, Móirín

Ní Chuileannáin�l��(�mn�H��]�
�opqr�s�t

)uU-�V()Ivwv�mxIt
�)�(�a�_H���yz

{|�}�~�I���h�����1�2����Aishlinge Oenguso�

��������a�
�5�]��_?�����������01

�������_H��i��h1���1�2�����:��T


L)�������V��<�:�)� T����&�i��h1�

�¡¢k£W�"_H&�b¤¥��U¦�§¨���©
m\���

�ª���H��«�¬�_"�©
­5��1�2��®¤�§¨�

©��(� T�¯°:�±
a§¨�mª:²U_78�()�<�

��a�_H���³����1�2�����E�´µg1¶N�aishling·

E¸¹Nv��E�N�º�����h�»¼�b½e1��¾¿À�

ÁÂÃ�}Ä_H&�ÅÆ�a��]���H�V���W���ÇÈ

�
ÉXs�t�ÊË�a�_H(��ÌÍz{��()�ÎÏg�Ð

�064�188



�������	
��
������������������� 

!"#$%&��'()����	�*+,-.�/01234�5�

�678��9:;�<=1>?4�@�AB"1CDEFGHIJ!

KLG�BMN�OPspéirbheanQsky−womanR�5ST����;�U

V� L. D.WXYNBJ�PLiam Dall ÓhIfearnáin,c.Z[\]−Ẑ]_R�`a
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Her mouth so sweet, her voice so mild,
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I love the maiden dearly,

wife to Brian, acclaimed of heroes

�her troubles are my ruin !

Crushed cruelly under alien flails

my fair−haired slim kinswoman:

she’s a dried branch, that pleasant queen,

till he come, her Mac an Cheannaí .����
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Oh ! The French are on the sea,

Says the Shan Van vocht ,

The French are on the sea,

Says the Shan Van vocht;

Oh ! The French are in the bay,

They’ ll be here without delay,

And the Orange will decay,

Says the Shan Van vocht .

Chorus

Oh ! The French are in the bay,

They’ ll be here by break of day,

And the Orange will decay,

Says the Shan Van vocht .'x�(
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MAN

In a cleft that’s christened Alt

Under broken stone I halt

At the bottom of a pit

That broad noon has never lit,

And shout a secret to the stone.

All that I have said and done,

Now that I am old and ill,

Turns into a question till

I lie awake night after night

And never get the answers right.

Did that play of mine send out

Certain men the English shot ?

Did words of mine put too great strain

On that woman’s reeling brain ?

Could my spoken words have checked

That whereby a house lay wrecked ?

And all seems evil until I

Sleepless would lie down and die.
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Oh ! My sweet rose, cease to pine for the past,

For the friends that came eastward shall see thee at last;

They bring blessings and favours the past never knew

To pour forth in gladness on my Róisín Dubh.

The mountains, high and misty, through the moors must go,

The rivers shall run backward, the lakes overflow,

And the wild waves of old ocean wear a crimson hue,

Ere the world sees the ruin of my Róisín Dubh.
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Think her not a ghastly hag, too hideous to be seen,

Call her not unseemly names, our matchless Kathaleen;

Young she is, and fair she is, and would be crowned a queen,
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