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The ancient Korean words in map of Korean Peninsula
About ancient Korean “kol” “ki” “cas” meaning a castle
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Abstract

This paper is intended to clarify words of ancient Korean through a map published from the end of
19th century through the early 20th century. This article studies one-50,000th topographical maps
which Japan produced from 1895 through 1906 in the Korean Peninsula. The place name of this map
is written in Chinese characters, and the method to read is written in katakana aside. The katakana
written beside the place name displays a method to read the place name. Because an archaic word is
included in the place name, | can clarify ancient words of Korean by investigating how to read place
name.

The castle was called “kol™ “ki” “cas”™ in ancient Korean. | was able to discover “cas” in the place
name of the map, but was not able to discover “ki” “kol”. This “cas™ was slightly left in the inland in
Korean Peninsula. It is thought that “ki” “kol” became extinct at early time. In the words of the archaic
word which meant a castle, it was recognized that “cas” was left until the 20th century. However, in
the case of most, the castle was called “seong” in Chinese character word.

Therefore, the word of an archaic word meaning a castle is screened by “seong” of the Chinese
character word, and it is thought that “cas” slightly remained in the place name.

Keywords : Korean Peninsula, topographical map, place name, ancient Korean
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