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Acceptability of American Art and
Cultural Policy Theories to Japan
— Do These Theories Facilitate a Problem Solving of
Japanese Municipalities” Situation?

Tomomi SAKAI

This paper will focus on the theory of art and cultural policy in
Japanese municipalities. In this paper, it is reviewed how W. Baumol and
W. Bowen's argument has been introduced in the field of art and cultural
administration or a local government culture policy theory in Japan.

At first, focuses will be on the pertinency of some Japanese scholar’s
explication on the Baumol and Bowen. Japanese scholars have had some
misunderstandings about Baumol and Bowen's argument. First, for
instances, some of them introduced that Baumol and Bowen's
Performing Arts - The Economic Dilemma would lead a foundation of
NEA (National Endowment for the Arts). As we know, the foundation of
NEA happened in 1965, but the Baumol and Bowen'’s notable book was
published in 1966.

Second, some of Japanese scholars argued that Baumol and Bowen
strongly advocated the government subsidies to the art organizations.
Baumol and Bowen, however, modestly indicated the demand of
government subsidies. They recognized the importance of the private
sectors’ donation.

In addition to the introduction of Baumol and Bowen, this paper
brings on the Tyler Cowen’s art and culture policy argument, which is an
alternative viewpoint different from Baumol and Bowen. The Cowen’s
main counterargument against the “cost-disease” which Baumol says
especially arises in the performing arts will be introduced. Dominant
Japanese scholars of the field of art and cultural administration or local
government art and cultural policy theory have rarely referred to the
Tyler Cowen's arguments against Baumol and Bowen's “cost-disease.”

In addition to these, the differences between western theaters and
Japanese theaters are mentioned. Different from western theaters
where stages have been limited to professional use, Japanese stages
traditionally have been open to the use of amateur performers. Because
of this situation of art and cultural tradition in Japan, would not meet
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directly to the municipal governments’ arts and culture’s plans further.
The emphasis puts on the needs of our own theories on the art and

cultural policy in Japan.
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