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The Hokkai-Gakuen Law Journal Vol. LIII No. 4

A study of Naosuke Ii’s politics,
an aspect of political strife at the Bakumatzu Era (2)

Hisashi KikucHI

In 15 years of the Bakumatzu Era (1853-68), the first half for seven or
eight years is known as a cycle of reform and reaction by Shogunate
government. Reform was performed by senior shogunal ministers
Masahiro Abe and Masayoshi Hotta, and Naosuke Ii, a chief minister, is
considered that he advanced subsequent reactionary politics. Then, how
did Ii stand out in reform politics and how did he advance reactionary
politics? In this study, I regard this theme as a case where a traditional
council system brought about arbitrary decision and despotism, and try
to make clear this mechanism.

In the former number (1), I pursued the following changes. After
Masahiro Abe died by a disease, Masayoshi Hotta made his regime by
choosing new members of the Cabinet but this reorganization led to
Naosuke Ii's chief minister appointment soon. In this number (2), I follow
the process which Ii overwhelmed the political rival of the Cabinet and
made his organization.

Although Ii was promoted to a chief minister thanks to his large feudal
domain and having been the distinguished family, he had not experienced
government business unlike other senior shogunal ministers. Therefore,
he was regarded just as a backbench member by others at the beginning.
In order to have the leadership under these circumstances, Ii was going
to pull out a Shogun's sustentation and get the plurality of the Cabinet.
However, a Shogun and its close attendants refused an excessive
sustentation, and ask Ii for independent political-affairs processing. How
did Ii cope with that? In this number, I explore this issue.
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