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A Vision of Modern Chinese Image in the Statecraft Thought of Naito Konan
—A Survey Based on Two Versions of His "Theory of China"—
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Abstract

There is a strong statecraft thought deep in Naito Konan’s mind. Based on history,
he seeks the root of occurring problems in the real world, especially in East Asia, from
history, and thus demonstrates the rationality of his own ideas. In "The Theory of
China" and "The New Theory of China", he conceived the future image of modern
China and the prospects of Sino-Japanese relations. Concealed in his idea, there are
issues such as "China is only Zhongyuan, the central plain area where the Han people
live", "the exaggeration of Japan’s role in Sino-Japanese relations", and "the

insufficient understanding for the awakening of Chinese national consciousness."

Key words : Naito Konan, pragmatism for governing and benefiting the people,

historical method, theory of China, the modern Chinese image
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