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Abstract

This paper uses the context of social philosophy to study the influence of machines on
society. The focus is on post-Industrial Revolution machinery developments when
mechanized factories driven by steam engines brought about significant social change. Karl
Marx provided the basic framework to analyze these changes, especially in relation to
power, which enables us to investigate the “principle of machines” for social control, that is,
power executed through physical social environments. This type of power cannot be studied
through the social thought of “subjection (assujettissement)” and should be analyzed
through the idea of “architecture,” as presented by L. Lessig. On the basis of this study, we
examine a new interpretation to connect Marx’s and Max Weber’s analysis of machines and
the possible problem of objective reification it reveals. In the last section, we consider the

predicted influences of artificial intelligence on society using ideas clarified by this paper.
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EIRIRFIZ, PRI 23R EmD 5D ThH 5,
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