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Freedom of expression under threat by the Moon Jae-in
administration in Korea

Young-hak HAN

The purpose of this study is to clarify the present status of freedom of
expression under the Moon Jae-in administration in Korea. The Moon
administration, which was born due to the ‘Candlelight Protest, has
expressed ‘improvement of freedom of expression and media independ-
ence’ as one of the national tasks, marking ‘the realization of the national
sovereignty candle democracy. However, the administration has
threatened freedom of expression by public opinion manipulation,
election intervention, media control, exclusion and suppression of critical
voices, and legislation regulating speech and media.

The above-mentioned control of speech and media is a sign of self-
righteous administration that is tilted toward the narrow ‘government
interests’ of the Moon administration. On the one hand the administration
has been in a hurry to conceal its injustice and corruption, but on the
other hand the administration has been limiting freedom of expression
and the public’s right to know, which are the cornerstones of democracy,
by putting a frame of deep-rooted evils and fake news in the opposition or
the critical voices. As a result, it is causing a recession in national
sovereignty and democracy, which has progressed since democratiza-
tion in 1987.

The Moon administration, which is at the end of the administration,
should remedy the wrong speech and media policies so far and
concentrate on restoring damaged national sovereignty and democracy.
Otherwise, it will face fierce resistance from the people.
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