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Regional Governability by Elections for the Member
of Sea-Area fisheries Coordinating Committees:
Learning from the Popular Election
by Fisher Concerned for 70 years

Yuichi SHIKATANI

The purpose of this article is to consider on elections in 1950-2016 for
the member of Sea-Area fisheries Coordinating Committees (SAFCCs).

SAFCCs are administrative committee established in 1950 by
prefectures with coastlines according to the Fishery Act (Act No. 267 of
1949). SAFCCs have a markedly contrasting character from another
administrative committee: a regional committee over area of municipal-
ities and a layman-control by fisher concerned. In Hokkaido, there are
currently 10 SAFCCs in 1962 to be restructured 24 in 1954, 49 in 1950.

SAFCCs had consisted of members appointed by the Prefectural
Governor and members elected by fisher concerned, ie. a fishery
manager means a person who operates a fishery and by a fishery
employee means a person who is engaged on behalf of a fishery manager.
The members coordinate among the interests as a committee of the
fisher, by the fisher, for the fisher. The right to vote and to be elected for
the elected members shall be vested in not only a fishery manager and a
fishery employee over 18 years old (20 years old until 2015) of age but
also corporation. The Fishery Act amended in 2016 abolished the popular
election.

The election tended to be without a vote year after year reason for
decreasing to be restructured Fisheries Cooperatives. However, the
turnout of election tended to be higher than that of municipal councils.

In a society with depopulations, the elections for the member of
SAFCCs will be useful because of needs for regional governability over
area of municipalities, needs for responsibility by inhabitant.
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