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Confucianism and Fukuzawa Yukichi’s ideas
of man and society

Toshiko NAKAMURA

Fukuzawa Yukichi is thought to be the leader to modernize Meiji
Japan by learning a lot from western countries. But he studied the
Confucian texts when he was young and mastered them very well. So it
must have influenced his ideas of man and society.

This article examines the influence of Confucian philosophy to
Fukuzawa by comparing Confucian text with his ideas along with
western thought. This two dimensional analysis will make us understand
his ideas better and deeply.

We will find Fukuzawa constructed his ideas of man and society based
on Confucian thought and modified them by western ideas. Then he
finally reached the ideal state of society parallel to the ideal world of
western liberalism by revolutionize the contents of Confucian ideas.
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