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An analysis of overlap in the TV comedy “Sam & Cat”

R (1 33k sb Rt IR R AT~ %)

Each of us has encountered situations in daily life
when we have been in conversations where we have interrupted or been
interrupted by someone else, as well as situations where we have spoken at
the same time. In conversation, there is often overlap, which is when
participants talk at the same time. Overlaps are bad when those who
disrupt the flow of the discourse pose a threat to the territory of the
speaker who is currently speaking (Truong, 2013). However, overlaps can
be supportive when they are clearly collaborative and do not imply any
sense of rivalry or interruption of the speaker’s turn (Stubbe, 1998). This
paper focuses on the impact of conversational overlap on the development
of interpersonal relationships. The first few conversations in a new
relationship are not likely to go entirely well. However, when the people get
to know one another better, talking comes more naturally to them, and
their conversations get smoother and smoother. My research question is:
How is overlap used to establish the characters of Sam & Cat and to
indicate their growing relationship?

The source material was the “Sam & Cat Season 1 Episode 1 #Pilot”
Netflix video, a comedy on American television. To gather data, I watched
the “Sam & Cat” Season 1 Episode 1 video on Netflix. From Readable (https://
www.allreadable.com/7382Hf3]), I downloaded the script. To make it clear
who was speaking, I included the line changes at the speakers. After that, I
inputted every utterance into Excel. I continued to listen to the episode as I
added speakers and finished the line adjustments. Finally, I gave the show

three more listens to double-check the script's accuracy. Data on overlap
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was gathered in a number of steps. I first watched the episode in order to
comprehend the scenario and locate the overlaps. Next, I read the English
script after seeing the video. I then identified the sentences that overlap
from the script.

This paper found three main points in Sam and Cat’s conversation. The
first was that throughout Episode 1, Sam had 110 utterances and Cat had
125, indicating that there is almost no difference in their turn-taking rates.
Second, the number of overlaps was 10 for Sam and 11 for Cat. Although
the number of overlaps varied from scene to scene, there is no significant
difference in the overall number of overlaps between the two characters.
On the other hand, Sam uses more positive overlap (7 times) than Cat (4
times), while Cat uses more negative overlap (7 times) than Sam (3 times).
This shows about their personalities. Sam has a very friend-oriented
personality; thus, it seems to reason that she cares for Cat even though they
are not yet close. In contrast, Cat uses more negative overlap than Sam
because of her anxious, emotional personality and intolerance of criticism.

I had anticipated that both characters would have more positive
overlap in order to develop their relationship, but this was not so. The
patterns remained consistent throughout, for both positive and negative
overlap. Thus, it appears that the most crucial factor in conversations in a
newly-developing relationship is that both sides have a good balance in
terms of the number of utterances, the amount of turn-taking, and the
number of overlaps. Sam and Cat just seem to fit together rather well
overall, making it probably extremely easy for them to converse and
establish a relationship. Thus, the positive and negative aspects of overlap
may not be as significant as the balance between the two people’s

utterances.



