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Improving Participation in Municipal Affairs:
Administrative and Political Participation
through a Random Sampling and Direct Democracy

Yuichi SHIKATANI

This article aims to consider participating with a random sampling
method such as deliberative democracy or deliberative “mini-publics” in
municipalities. The Participants, who are randomly elected from the
inhabitants’ registration book of the municipality and who may represent
a microcosm of soclety, discuss public problems to be solved or make
municipal plans or affairs through social experiments. The participants
possibly correct municipal activities decided by unbalanced representa-
tives in Japan. This developing participation institution, new but old, may
innovate local democracy in municipalities emphasising government by
inhabitants.

After the decentralisation reform in 2000, municipal affairs and
competences widened more as a result, but inhabitants’ responsibility was
almost kept although a member of municipality. On the other hand, voting
rates are decreasing in municipal elections and the number of candidates
in some municipal is less than the full number of members. Discussions
involving as many inhabitants as possible show to whole interests of the
municipality. This article considers participation institutions by referring
to those ruled in local government acts of Japan, direct democracy such
as municipal referendum and initiative, and models designed by various
research projects.
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