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Education is not the filling of a pail, but the lighting of a fire.— W. B. Yeats
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We began our presentation with the claim that linguistics is the science that studies

language. Another way to express this is to say that linguistics is the scientific study of

language. This means that linguists need to follow certain procedures to make sure that their
conclusions are appropriate. This is the scientific method. Essentially, this consists of
formulating a first hypothesis on the basis of the available data and then checking the validity
of this hypothesis against new data. If the data do not match the hypothesis, the first
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